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D.I.R.T. studio (Dump It Right There) was founded in 1992 by Julie Bargmann as a critical, design research-based practice driven by research into eco-technologies, investigation of site histories, and engagement with communities. D.I.R.T. feels obligated and in fact inspired to remake fallow and derelict terrain into renewed landscapes of ecological and cultural production. 

D.I.R.T. studio believes in working with the existing. D.I.R.T. investigates how natural systems and cultural histories intersect, finding ways to develop healthy relationships between communities and the larger networks within which they are situated.  D.I.R.T. studio’s projects explore alternatives to conventional means of remediation, which often erase the unique qualities and cultural heritage of historically rich sites. The studio unearths the physical characteristics of the site and excavates the strong associations a community has, or may have had, with a piece of land. D.I.R.T. prioritizes what is best for the landscape to diminish the separate interest group politics that often plague the design process. 

D.I.R.T. studio finds ways to inventively multi-task the social and ecological performance of designs to maximize their impact.  The studio joined a team that envisioned environmentally responsible design strategies for Ford Motor Companies’ historic 1200-acre River Rouge Plant and, in New Orleans, served as landscape designer for a sustainable housing and community center in the hurricane-ravaged Lower Ninth Ward. Recent projects at D.I.R.T. include the landscape design of the Urban Outfitters Headquarters and public waterfront park at the historic core of the Philadelphia Navy Yard and a 311-acre city park in San Antonio focused on urban ecology.

Urban Outfitters Headquarters
at the Philadelphia Navy Yard          
 MS & R architects; Gladnick, Wright, Salameda, civil engineering; Urban Land Institute Award, 2007

For over one hundred and fifty years, League Island was transformed by the Navy, erecting huge ships and mooring entire fleets. Remaining true to the industrious scale of ongoing ship building operations and to the patina of past production, the retail enterprise of Urban Outfitters continues that transformation with the construction of their campus of creativity. The renewed historic core of the Navy Yard enlivens industrial buildings retrofitted for design studios and corporate offices. At the “sweet spot” between the campus and the river, the phased development of the central dry dock expands the city’s connection to the waterfront through a new public garden and terrace.  Constructed wetlands take the place of ships in the dry dock, filtering water and providing habitat, continuing a tradition of technological innovation at the Yard.   The campus is already public attraction, challenging visitors’ expectations of the Navy Yard’s future role in the city and the potential for other industrialized landscapes across the country.

When it came to selecting materials for the URBN headquarters, site forensics unearthed our “life cycle” palette: appliquéd asphalt, age-old concrete, tired brick, rusted metal grates, peeling surfaces of text and enough residue to reconstruct this industrial-strength landscape. Rather than “hog and haul”—or excavation and disposal—of a typical demolition plan, we deployed a salvaging strategy, harvesting what most would consider undesirable detritus. No imported materials were necessary, nor desired. Full-scale mock-ups challenged construction-as-usual techniques and became critical in developing strategies for reuse that were both compelling and cost effective. The crushed leftovers of smaller bits of concrete, asphalt and brick became calico-colored mulch at the base of the very long hedgerows of native trees. Historic traces, like the sweeping curves of rail lines, were unearthed to orchestrate the new flows of production and civic life on the river.







