
T R I C K L E
Water that will slip through the cracks:

C O U N T 
 “X” marks the spot of the embodied energy 

already on site:

P R O B E
For a full scale mock-up, a baffled contractor 

was directed to strip off the asphalt veneer 

and bust up the concrete with care to make 

‘waste’ a precious material.  Inspecting the 

big chunks of concrete was like an archeo-

logical dig, discovering slabs marked with 

imprints of century-old labor.

P I L E
Stacking up material that won’t go to a 

landfill:

P U Z Z L E
Salvaged concrete chunks were lovingly 

lifted by a skid steer, manually placed and 

shimmied level into an imperfect puzzle pat-

tern.  Arranging big pieces around tree roots 

demanded extra attention to taper demoli-

tion fines away from trunks.

N A M E
The former subsurface property of the Navy 

became novel material for branding Urban 

Outfitters’ new digs at the Yard.  The old 

debris reworked as new paving was affec-

tionately nicknamed “Barney Rubble” after 

the 1960s cartoon character.

= 760 cubic yards

600 sf porous surface before

353,180,000 BTUs

1,034,790,000 BTUs

asphalt

concrete

47,100 sf porous surface after


